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Synopsis:

The crisis in Greece brings together a number of only superficially distinct from each other narratives
on fiscal consolidation, reforms, democracy, solidarity, sovereignty, and popular discontent. By
taking a snap-shot view of the attempted national referendum proposed in Greece on October 31,
2011, the objective of this essay is to discuss the connections that (may) exist between these
narratives. It is argued that although referenda may serve as a tool of democratic legitimation, they
cannot be considered either as a cure for the weaknesses of democracy or as a promise of making
people satisfied with the political course of action pursued. From this perspective, the attempted
Greek referendum cannot be considered a tool of democratic legitimation. Reverting to popular
support once a range of harsh fiscal austerity measures were already taken and the country had
fallen in deep recession, was simply an attempt to escape the political consequences of policies
pursued since late 2009.

Ap. Avva BloBiln, moALtikn KoL olkovouLkn avaAlTpla, kadnyntpla Eupwnaikng MoALTIKAG OTo
Apepikavikd KoAAéylo EAMGSoc-DEREE.

H kpion otnv EAAada, n dnupokpatia, ko n EE

H kpilon otnv EAAGSa cupmukvwyvel Stddopa Bépata mou povo oe emidavelakd emninedo paivovral
QIOAKPO METAEY TOUG, OTIWG N SNLOCLOVOLLKI TIPOCOPUOYH, Ol LETappuBioeLlg, n dnuokpartia, n
oAANAeyyUn, n avefaptnoia kat n Aaikn Sucapéokela. Eotialoviag OTO EMIXELPOUUEVO €BVIKO
Snuodndlopa mou mpotdbnke otnv EAAGSa otig 31 OktwPpiouv tou 2011, o okOMOC aAuUTOU TOU
apBpou eival va oulnTrHoeL TOUG CUCYXETLOMOUC TTOU SUVAVTAL VA UTIAPXOUV UETAEU TWV MAPATTAVW
gwolwv. To mapov dpBpo toyupiletal otl, mapd To yeyovocg OtL ta dSnuodndicpata umopsl va
xpnotpomnotnBouv wg epyaleio SNUOKPATLKAC VopLonoinong , ev unopolv va BewpnBouv oute wg
Bepamneia Twv aduvaplwy g Snuokpatiog aAAAd oUTE KOl WG UTIOGXECT LKAVOTIOLNONG TWV TIOALTWY
yla TG edpoppolOpeveg TOALTIKEG. ATto autr) TNV amoyn, To sMIXElPOoUEVO EAANVLKO Snuodndlopa
Sev unopel va BewpnBel wg epyadeio SNUOKPATIKAG VOULOToinonG. To va anmeuBUVETAL KOVELG OTh
Aaikn umoothpLEn OTavV Lo OELPA OO OKANPA SNUOCLOVOULKA PETPa elxav €i6n AndBel kat n xwpa
eiye méoel og Babeld Ldeon, NTav amAd pLa tpoonadelo Staduyng Ao TIC TOALTIKEG CUVETELEG TWV
0.OKOULEVWV TIOALTLKWV aTto o TEAn tou 2009.



